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Division 60:  Country High School Hostels Authority, $5 689 000 - 
Ms Guise, Chairman.  

Mr Carpenter, Minister for Education. 

Mr J. Hopkins, Director. 

Mr P. Cirillo, Principal, Accounting Office. 

Mr WALDRON:  I refer to page 1044 and the major initiative relating to the Narrogin Residential College.  It is 
due to be completed for the commencement of term four in 2003.  Is that project on target?  

Mr CARPENTER:  As the member knows, the Narrogin Residential College is very highly regarded.  It is a 
jewel in the authority’s crown.  The redevelopment has been delayed while the architects and quantity surveyors 
rework the design to the budget.  It is anticipated that it will be completed late next year.   

Mr HOPKINS:  A local group, members of the board and staff from central office have been involved in steering 
the project.  We have been working with the project architects - James Christou and Partners.  When the project 
was first announced and funded, the architects were excited about the scope of the work that could be achieved 
within the budget.  There appears to have been an overestimation of the extent of that work.  The hidden cost 
was the cost of utilities - that is, the hydraulics, plumbing and electricity.  The architect assumed they would be 
relatively inexpensive and could be put into the physical buildings to enhance the original brief.  That has been 
readjusted after careful examination.   

Mr WALDRON:  What is meant by hydraulics?   

Mr HOPKINS:  It is the plumbing and drainage.  It was assumed that major pipe work and connections would be 
acceptable.  Although the architects did preliminary work with the consultants - it is a very professional 
company - they overestimated what they could achieve.  They have had to redesign the project.  The good news 
is that the new project is much more satisfactory to the local committee.  If there is a blessing in disguise, it is 
that the community is now much happier with what it is getting.   

Mr WALDRON:  That is fine.   

Mr DAY:  I refer to page 1045 and the capital contribution.  The working capital requirement mentions a loan 
repayment and a substantial increase from $166 000 to $264 000.  What is the reason for that?   

Mr CIRILLO:  The increase is due to the completion of the Geraldton project.  It is almost fully paid for.  The 
increase occurs automatically because of the repayment of the principal.   

[12.30 pm] 

Mr WATSON:  The seventh dot point at page 1044 refers to the establishment of an admissions policy and fees 
to provide for the enrolment of international students.  Was it successful?  I am on the board of the Albany hostel 
and we are finding it difficult to attract students now.  Is the minister considering encouraging international 
students to country areas?  

Mr CARPENTER:  I very strongly support the recruitment of overseas students into our high schools and 
residential colleges.  There is a benefit to all concerned.  My local high school, Melville High School, as it did 
with the approval of the previous Government, recruits students from Singapore and other parts of Asia who 
consider that they are destined for a future in the aviation industry because it has an aeronautics program.  It has 
the benefit of exposing young Australian students to overseas students with whom they can build relationships 
and friendships.   

I recently visited Mozambique and Dubai and discussed the interchange of educational services.  Australia’s 
third or fourth largest export industry is education services.  It far outstrips almost all our other export industries.  
We should do everything we possibly can from Western Australia to promote and develop this industry, even at 
high school level.  If there is spare capacity in our residential colleges - and there is, more so in some than others 
- which can be used by students from overseas, we should do everything we can to attract students.  The Albany 
hostel is an example, but I do not know whether it has spare capacity.  Narrogin is usually full, but Katanning 
could accommodate them.  

Mr WATSON:  We find it difficult to get boys because most of them stay on their parents’ farms. 

Mr CARPENTER:  I broadly support the recruitment of overseas students into our residential colleges because 
spare capacity exists. 

Mr HOPKINS:  We do not yet have any overseas fee-paying students.  That was an initiative by the hostels 
authority.  As soon as the Education Department considered the admission of non-government school students 
into government senior high schools we could see that that would flow through ultimately into country areas.  
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We therefore gained approval from the Government to implement a fee policy for the admission of non-
government school students.  We are still linked to the department’s processes.  They make an offer to senior 
high schools each year and they must make a submission to the department and satisfy the department about 
their capacity to admit non-government school students.  If that occurs at a school and it is in partnership with a 
residential college, we will easily accommodate their admission. 

Mr WALDRON:  I refer to new works on page 1045 and the $25 million allocated to the Merredin residential 
college for planning, design and analysis.  What is planned for that college this year?  

Mr HOPKINS:  As the member for Albany can see in the budget papers, money has been allocated for design 
work at both the Merredin and Albany residential colleges.  We have had a preliminary look at the Merredin 
residential college.  As our eastern most boarding accommodation, it is a strategic facility.  We want to focus on 
forming a committee with the local board and to examine design options for the college.  It may mean additions 
will be built onto the college.  It may mean it must be redeveloped in an astute way.  I think that is the opinion of 
the local board.  There are a number of options.  We have completely redeveloped the Geraldton residential 
college.  Much of that knowledge will flow through to the board at the Merredin residential college, whose 
members will take that on board this year. 

Mr CARPENTER:  I thank Mr Hopkins and Mr Cirrilo for providing me and other members with information.  

The appropriation was recommended. 
 


